Iowa Horse Council Meeting
Held at Prairie Meadows Backside Chapel Area

Altoona, Iowa

March 16, 2008 

Approved Minutes
The March 16, 2008 meeting of the Iowa Horse Council (IHC) was called to order at 1:01 p.m. by President Paynter. 

Board Members present: 

Harold Ault
Sally Blount
Jessica Boor
Burton Butler
Rebecca Cordray
Dennis Crowley
Mike Foster
Steve Goretska

Dora Guffey
Jayne Holste
Kim Houlding
Bill Paynter

Lynette Telleen
Barb Zukowski

Associate Directors present: 

Cindy Binning – IDMS
Members present:

N/A
Guests present:

Denise Goretska

Jill Paxton – Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS)

February 2008 Minutes – The minutes were read by Boor.  Zukowski advised it is the Alltech/World Equestrian Games at Kentucky Horse Park and not the Federation Equestrian International.  Guffey advised that Grants and Sponsorships categories needs to be corrected to Trail, Education, and Equine Welfare.  Guffey also reported a correction to trails:  Paynter attended a Thursday evening meeting with the DNR Director and also Rich Leopold.  Boor advised of a correction to the meeting time, the board of directors meeting to be held at 1:00pm not 12:00pm.  Motion to approve the minutes with amendments by Telleen.  Seconded by Foster.  All Ayes, motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report – The treasurer’s report was emailed on 03/07/2008.  A discussion was held about billing questions for the newsletter and horse fair monies received thus far.  Telleen will email details to questions asked.  Telleen did report that there were no monies received for the horse fair so far and that this was unusual.  Motion to accept the treasurer’s report by Foster. Seconded by Guffey.  All ayes, motion carried. 
A motion to supply copies of the minutes prior to the meeting and do away with reading of the minutes and then make line item corrections to minutes by Foster.  Seconded by Houlding.  Discussion held.  During discussion it was also suggested that the treasurer’s report be handled the same way.  Decision:  One copy of the minutes and treasurer’s report will be provided for review prior to the meeting.  All ayes, motion carried.

Old Business
Paynter had to order more liability signs.  Costs of the signs has increased from $7.08 to $7.31; which consequently will increase the sign costs for both members and non-members.  Costs for liability signs will be as follows:  members - $11.00; non-members - $16.00.

NAIS – Blount clarified that the federal government still has NAIS being voluntary, but that there is a backdoor policy attached that if a state supports NAIS, then the state can receive federal grant money.  Issues arise when selling horses as they must be reregistered and at state sponsored events the horses must be registered with NAIS.  Paxton with IDALS was also present and verified that the State of Iowa and IDALS still considers NAIS as voluntary and is NOT moving towards it being mandatory.  IDALS has created paperwork and documents to provide for horses that cross the state line (currently it is being used for harness race horses, but can be could easily be transferred to non-racing horses).  If you need documentation for crossing state lines for NAIS contact IDALS (Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship). 
Paxton also reported that currently IL, CT, and 3 others now require state passports.  If you unload in IL you must have contacted IL through your vet.  Vets should know what states must be contacted, prior to you unloading.
Administration
· Website – Boor reported it is getting ready to get updated and she has just started checking into PayPal, although this is low on the priority list for her now with the many IHC activities going on. 

· Membership – Holste will be ordering more window clings and magnets.  The membership sub-committee will be putting together packets before Iowa Horse Fair.  Cordray questioned the number of members IHC currently has, it was reported there are approximately 160.  
Promotions
· Awards & Scholarships – Zukowski reported that the awards judges are formed; there are 4 IHC and 6 outside judges.  There were three applications for awards:  Shirley Bleaker (nominated by Kim Houlding) for the Meritorious Service award, Camie Stockhausen (nominated by Diane Hickman) for Horsewoman of the Year, and Amanda Eason (nominated by Bobbie Hinds) for Recognition of Achievement Certificate.

Zukowski also reported that guidelines and requirements for the Hall of Fame award needs to be more clearly defined.  The Awards and Scholarships sub-committee will work on this and report back.

Zukowski report that there were a total of nine applications for scholarships received.  Two applications did not get all of the information in by the deadline, leaving only seven eligible scholarship applications still.  Five scholarships will be awarded and the applications are currently with the judges.  Zukowski will be calling the FFA group to see if there are any applications for the IHC-FFA scholarship.  Last year’s IHC-FFA scholarship fell through the cracks with FFA and so there was no scholarship awarded.  

Awards will be presented at the Iowa Horse Fair at 4pm with a small coffee-cake reception in a meeting room.  Zukowski would like to have a nice reception for the winners with cake, coffee, balloons, etc…to give them public a chance to congratulate the winners.  Zukowski will get the items for the reception.  
Awards and scholarship winners should be at the Iowa Horse Council booth at 3pm and bring a bio.  They will be there to help promote the IHC and horse industry.

· Grants and Sponsorships – Guffey reported that there were three applicants for sponsorships, two sponsorships were awarded to: Iowa Associated Saddle Club and Red Rock Equestrian Drill Team.  Guffey also reported that there were 11 total grant applications received, five educations, two welfare, and four trail.  Grant winners are still to be determined and will also be presented at the Awards ceremony at the Iowa Horse Fair at 4pm.  

· Publications – Cordray reported that the newsletter is on schedule.

· Directory – Cordray reported that Eilers has not agreed to do the directory for 2009.  Eilers advised Cordray that this was not the opportune time for the directory, but it would be best if everything was due mid-November and then it could be ready by the annual meeting.  Discussion was held on the directory.  Paynter advised that the directory was very good and better than in the past.  A thank you note will be sent to Eilers by Boor.  Blount did suggest having a directory every other year instead of every year, there was no decision made.  Cordray has 2100 directories, 1000 of those will be passed out at the Iowa Horse Fair. Paxton with IDALS also requested directories and IHF flyers for the Iowa Ag Days at Capital Hill, so IDALS could give back to IHC for the letter of support.  Telleen made the suggestion to give a directory to each of the vendors at the horse fair also.
Educational Issues

· Equine Health and Welfare – Reminder that the Iowa Law Enforcement seminars start on Tuesday.  It is important for an IHC member or director is present at something we sponsor.  Butler and Telleen judged the Iowa FFA proficiency awards.  Telleen asked for a bio of the winners to be sent to her for the newsletter.  The Iowa FFA proficiency awards are sponsored by the Iowa Horse Council.  Zukowski also advised to invite the winners to the horse fair reception; she will contact the FFA and/or winners.

· Government Affairs – Paxton with IDALS reported the Iowa Equine Task Force Bill appropriations are off and it made it through the funnel.  The bill is now currently in the Senate waiting to be voted on.  There was a question as to the Pari-mutuels bill and where it stood; Paxton reported it made it through the funnel and is in the House, but there has been no activity on it within the last week.  The Iowa Equine Task Force would like to know if there is anything they can do to help at the Iowa Horse Fair; contact will be made with them in regards to volunteering and/or helping.  Paxton, also reported the Iowa Equine Task Force would like to provide links for people and also a calendar of events; if you have something or know of an event for the calendar of events send it to Jill Paxton with the Title, Date(s) and any connecting links.  The calendar of events will be under Iowa Equine Task Force.
· Breed and Organization Liaison – nothing to report from Vold at this time.  Vold is still doing the IHC E-news, so if you have something for it send it to: ihc2u@hotmail.com.

Horse Fair

Ault reported that decorating of the barn will be done Sunday, April 6 at 1pm; they still need help!  Tradeshow set up will be Thursday from noon to 9pm and also Friday morning 8am-2pm; Free Entrance to the tradeshow will be Friday from 3pm-7pm.  Ault reported that there are 78 vendors listed and that there were 104 last year, but requests are still coming in.  Barrels and Bulls Extravaganza will be Friday and Saturday night starting at 7:30pm and possibly running until 9:30pm or later; admission is: $5 for kids and $10 for adults.  The barn is being handled by Vold and a helper (Megan); Vold is doing a “herdsmanship” contest this year to see how clean contestants can keep their area.  The barn party will be on Friday night.  The Youth Horse Jamboree will be held in the cattle barn and the Iowa Horse Council is covering the $2000 rental fee for this.  Ault reported that there will be different entertainment throughout including vaulters from IL and a 6-horse Percheron hitch – so be sure to check them out!  

Due to construction and the bulls arriving and being held for the show, there is no warm up area for the horses, also parking for the horse fair will be an issue.  It was suggested that the pavilion should be open a couple of hours before and after to give some warm up opportunity.  

There was a question as to how much money has been collected; Ault advised that it is unknown at this time.  

Ault reported that advertising for Bulls and Barrels is being done by radio and TV and is going well.  TV advertisement will be on Fox 17 in Ottumwa and KCCI in Des Moines.  

Foster is currently working on getting shavings for the horse fair and is having some troubles with it as Hawkeye Shavings is no longer receiving the supply they once did.  Foster has been in contact with Theisen’s and they are trying to get enough for the horse fair.  Theisen’s will charge $4.50/bag; so the Iowa Horse Council/Iowa Horse Fair will charge $6.00 bag.  

Volunteers are still needed so if you would like to help contact Paynter or Cordray. 

Hasbrook was not able to make it the board meeting, but Board Members need to man the Iowa Horse Council, please plan on working it!  While at the booth, money for membership needs to be kept separate from other money received.  Telleen will make up a sheet of details she would like with the money and send it to Guffey.  
Ault passed out the blue Iowa Horse Fair tri-fold flyers.  Ault reported that the schedule is being finished and will be published later this week.  

Trails

The trail committee chair is Dennis Crowley; Crowley had nothing to report at this time as he has not held a committee meeting yet.  

The Morman Trail will start on May 30th and is a month long. 

Guffey reported that Madrid Trail clean up day is March 29 with 9am start time.  Rain date is April 25; everyone who can help should meet at Jensen Park. 

Guffey reported that Brushy Creek is still having the vote for equipment; visit the Hamburger Helper website to vote!

Guffey reported that the Walbash Trace Trail is back up and getting along fine, but that they may in need of grant money in the future. 

New Business
There will be a meeting with DNR, the Army Corp of Engineers, and the Friends for Elk Rock at the Ranger Station at Elk Rock on Monday March 20th at 6pm. 

The next meeting will be held, Wednesday, April 16th, 2008 at 7:00pm at the Buford’s Restaurant/Quality Inn and Suites in Ames.  Address:  2601 E 13th Street, Ames, IA 

Motion by Foster to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Guffey.  All ayes, the meeting was adjourned at 3:07pm. 

Submitted by:

Jessica Boor

IHC Secretary.
