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We've come a long way....and the trail still stretches before us!

Since the first general membership meeting August 1, 1978 the lowa Horse Council (IHC) has been striving to
promote the equine industry in lowa. Originally known as the lowa Horse Industry Council (IHIC), we became the
lowa Horse Council with the acquisition of the 501.C-3 non-profit status in 2002. Our mission has remained the
same over the years

The lowa Horse Council is a volunteer based, non-profit organization that believes in the value of horses and
horse activities. The lowa Horse Council serves and supports the entire industry through communication,
education, and promotion.

The IHC actively works on several issues important to horse owners. Sales tax has continued to remain an
issue of concern and as early as 1979 an investigation on ending the lowa sales tax on horse use products and
pari mutual support through grassroots lobbying was initiated. Efforts continued into the 1990's and today to
ensure fair taxes and use of taxes for the lowa equine industry.

Other issues revolving around horse trails and their use in lowa is also followed closely by the council. In 1986 a
trails project was started and financial support was provided to the lowa DNR for the publication of an lowa
Trails Booklet. This booklet is still available today. IHC also provided manpower and partial funding for trail
improvement work in 1999 for a project at Stephens Forest. Currently, IHC is monitoring trail discussions with
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